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n. RFMAT^KS/A RHTIMFNTS 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the interview granted by Examiner Leung and 
Examiner Tran on August 2, 2005 (See Examiner's Interview Summary, dated August 2, 
2005). 

Claims 1 and 28 have been amended. In particular, claims 1 and 28 have been 
amended to delete the phrase "wherein the second reactor structural component is 
dimensioned to have a first diameter" and the phrase "and the second reflector includes a 
dimension exceeding one half the first diameter of the second reactor structural 
component," the later of which had been objected to by the Examiner. Furthermore, 
claims 1 and 28 have been amended to recite "the first reflector and the second reflector 
each include a beveled peripheral portion inclined in cross-section" as supported by 
Figures 5, 8 and 12 of the originally filed disclosure. A "bevel" is "the inclination that one 
line or surface makes with another when not at right angles." RANDOM HOUSE 
WEBSTER'S COLLEGE DICTIONARY 131 (1991). The "beveled peripheral portion" is 
clearly evident fi:*om original Figures 5, 8 and 12. 

Claims 34-37 have been added. New claims 34 and 37, respectively, depend on 
independent claims 1 and 28 and further recite "wherein the second reflector is clamped by 
bolts to the inside wall surface of the second reactor structural component" as supported on 
page 1, line 25, to page 2, line 2, of the specification and by Figures 5 and 8 of the 
application as originally filed. New claims 35 and 36, respectively, depend on independent 
claims 23 and 26 and further recite "wherein the . . .reflector is clamped by bolts to the 
inside wall surface of the second reactor structural component" as supported on page 1, line 
25, to page 2, line 2, of the specification and by Figure 6 of the application as originally 
filed. 

The present amendment adds no new matter to the application. 
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A. The Invention 

The present invention pertains generally to the field of generating and feeding 
water from a catalytic reaction involving hydrogen and oxygen, wherein the moisture 
generated is used in the production of semiconductors. More particularly, the present 
invention pertains to an apparatus for generating and feeding moisture that includes: (a) a 
reactor having an upstream gas inlet side, a downstream moisture outlet side and a catalyst 
for generating moisture from hydrogen and oxygen; (b) means for reducing pressure 
provided on the downstream side of the reactor, and disposed so that moisture leaving and 
fed from said reactor is reduced in pressure by the means for reducing pressure while an 
internal high pressure in the reactor is maintained, wherein the means for reducing 
pressure comprises one or more components selected from the group consisting of an 
orifice, a valve, a capillary and a filter; (c) a <;econd reactor stnictnral component, and a 
first reactor structural component; and (d) a process chamber^ wherein the reactor is 
connected to feed moisture gas to the process chamber, wherein the moisture gas fed into 
the process chamber is reduced in pressure by the means for reducing pressure. 

In certain embodiments of the present invention, such as those recited in claims 1 
and 28, the apparatus for generating and feeding moisture includes a first reflector and a 
second reflector, wherein each reflector includes a "beveled peripheral portion inclined in 
cross-section." 

In other embodiments of the present invention, such as those recited in claims 23 
and 26, the first reactor structural component and the second reactor structural component 
are mated to form a reactor shell having an interior space, wherein the interior space is 
dimensioned to provide a first distance separating a material gas supply passage and a 
moisture outlet passage, and a first reflector is disposed in the interior space "wherein the 
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first reflector is a thick plate that includes a peripheral portion inclined in cross-section" 
and has " a thickness exceeding one-h alf of the first distnnce." 

Various other embodiments of the presently claimed invention are recited in the 
dependant claims. The various embodiments, in accordance with the presently claimed 
invention, share many advantages over the prior art moisture generating apparatuses. 
Specifically, having "means for reducing pressure," such as recited in claims 1, 23, 26 and 
28, on the downstream of the moisture outlet side of the reactor of an apparatus for 
generating and feeding moisture serves to maintain the internal pressure of the reactor for 
generating moisture while ensuring a reduced pressure of the moisture gas in the process 
chamber connected to the reactor. In this way, the apparatus, in accordance with the 
present invention, for generating and feeding moisture can react hydrogen and oxygen in a 
reactor to generate water while obviating the risk that pressure drops due to moisture 
leaving the reactor will trigger an explosion. 

In addition, the flat, beveled plate geometry of the first and second reflectors used 
in embodiments recited by claims 1 and 28, and the thick plate geometry of the reflector 
used in embodiments recited by claims 23 and 26, of the invention provide an apparatus 
for generating and feeding moisture that can generate moisture at greater rates than if 
other conventional reflectors were used while at the same time preventing local 
temperature rise on the outer peripheral portion of each reflector. More specifically, in 
those embodiments in accordance with the present invention that include a first reflector 
and a second reflector, greater rates of moisture generation are observed, while preventing 
local temperature rise on the peripheral portion, when the first reflector and the second 
reflector each include a beveled periphera l portion inclined in cross section. In other 
embodiments in accordance with the present invention, where the apparatus includes a 
reflector that is a thick plate, improved rates of moisture generation are observed when the 
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interior space is dimensioned to provide a first distance separating the material gas supply 
passage and the moisture outlet passage and the reflector has a thickness excf^eding one 

half of the first distance. 

B. The Rpjectinns 

Claims 1, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28 and 30-32 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first 
paragraph, for failing to comply with the written description requirement. Claims 1 , 22 
and 28 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as indefinite. 

Claims 1, 22 and 28 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by, or 
in the alternative, as rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as unpatentable over, Ohmi et al. 
(WO 98/57884, hereafter the WO'884 Document). 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection and request reconsideration of the 
present application for the following reasons. 

C. AppliranK^ Arguments 

In view of the present amendment, claims 1, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28 and 30-33 are now 
in compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. In particular, with respect to claims 1, 22 and 28, the 
allegedly non-compliant limitations pertaining to the relative dimensions between the 
second reflector and the second reactor structural component have been removed from 
these claims. 
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With respect to claims 23 and 26, which pertain to an embodiment of the present 
invention shown in Figure 6, it is asserted that the limitation wherein there is a "first 
distance separating the material gas supply passage and the moisture outlet passage" and 
"the plate has a thickness exceeding one half of the first distance" is fully supported by 
Figure 6 of the original disclosure. Applicants assert that a person of ordinary skill in the 
art would be able to ascertain the definite scope of the claimed invention in light of the 
teachings of the present application disclosure. Slolnmon v. Kimberly-Clark Corp., 55 
U.S.P.Q.2d 1279, 1282 (Fed. Cir. 2000). Regarding the drawings, the Federal Circuit has 
ruled that a drawing alone may provide a written description of the invention, sufficient to 
satisfy Section 1 12, when the drawing discloses the claimed invention to one skilled in the 
art. Vn<;-Cath Tno v. Mahiirkar , 19 U.S.P.Q.2d 1 1 1, 1 1 18 (Fed. Cir, 1991). 

In the present case, a sketch of original Figure 6 is reproduced below with marks 
highlighting a "first distance separating the material gas supply passage and the moisture 
outlet passage" as would be appreciated from original Figure 6 by a person of ordinary 
skill in the art. Furthermore, a person of ordinary skill in the art would recognize from 
original Figure 6 that the "thick plate" has a "thickness exceeding one half of the first 
distance." 
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The Examiner contends that original Figure 6 does not support the claimed 
relationships because it is "not to scale." (Office Action, dated May 11, 2005, at 3, lines 6- 
14). However, whether or not Figure 6 is drawn to scale is irrelevant to the claimed 
invention because no absolute dimension is claimed. More specifically, the limitation 
wherein the "thick plate. . .has a thickness exceeding one half of the first distance" is a 
relative dimension defined in relation to the "first distance." Applicants contend that a 
person of ordinary skill in the art would be able to ascertain the definite scope of the 
claimed invention in light of the teachings shown in original Figure 6. 

D. Thp PHnr Art Rpjeptions 

Anticipation requires the presence in a single prior art reference disclosure of each 
and every element of the claimed invention, arranged as in the claim. T.indemann 

M^<^ch\nenf^hr\]c GMRH v Amenran Hois;! ^ Derrick , 221 U.S.P.Q. 481, 485 (Fed. Cir. 

1984). On the other hand, a patentability analysis under 35 U.S.C. § 103 requires (a) 
determining the scope and content of the prior art, (b) ascertaining the differences between 
the prior art and the claimed subject matter, (c) resolving the level of ordinary skill in the 
pertinent art, and (d) considering secondary considerations that may serve as indicia of 
nonobviousness or obviousness. Grf^ham v Tnhn Deere Co. of Kansas City. 148 U.S.P.Q. 
459, 467 (1966). Furthermore, a proper rejection under Section 103 further requires 
showing ( 1 ) that the prior art would have suggested to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
that they should make the claimed device or carry out the claimed process, (2) that the prior 
art would have revealed to a person of ordinary skill in the art that in so making or doing, 
there would have been a reasonable expectation of success, and (3) both the suggestion and 
the reasonable expectation of success must be found in the prior art and not in the applicants' 
disclosure. Tn re Vaeck , 20 U.S.P.Q.2d 1438, 1442 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 
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In the present case, the art of record fails to establish anticipation because it does 
not teach each and every limitation of the claims, arranged as in the claims. For the same 
reasons, the art fails to render the subject matter of the instant claims obvious. 

i. The WO^RR4nocinneTit 

The WO '884 Document teaches a "method for generating water for semiconductor 
production" and is the priority document for U.S. Patent 6,093,662 to Ohmi et al. 
(hereafter, the Ohmi '662 Patent). Applicants assert that the concordance between the 
WO '8 84 Document and the Ohmi '662 Patent is sufficient to reasonably characterize the 
teachings of the WO'884 Document based on the teachings of the Ohmi'662 Patent. 
Therefore, Applicants will characterize the teachings of the Ohmi'662 Patent and assert 
that the WO'884 Document discloses the same subject matter as the Ohmi'662 Patent and 
shares the same deficiencies as the Ohmi'662 Patent. 

The Ohmi'662 Patent also teaches a "method for generating water for 
semiconductor production." As shown in Figure 7, a reactor (1) is connected to 
semiconductor manufacturing facilities (SM), wherein a filter (F3) and a valve (V7) are 
disposed between the reactor (1) and the facilities (SM). The reactor (1) can generate 
approximately 1000 seem of moisture (col. 7, lines 53-56) and operates at a reaction 
temperature of approximately 400*^0 (col. 2, lines 14-20). 

In Figure 1, the Ohmi'662 Patent teaches that a reactor (1) can be connected to a 
moisture reservoir (R) and that a suction regulating valve (SV) connected to a pump (P) 
can be connected between the reactor (1) and the reservoir (R). In Figure 9, the Ohmi'662 
Patent teaches that reactor (1) includes structural components (2), (3); inlet reflector unit 
(9) and outlet reflector unit (12) that are "flat" stainless disks having about the same 
diameter; a filter (10) and a platinum-coated layer (13), (col. 9, lines 56-64). However, 
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the "disks" (9) and (12) are not truly "flat," as evident from Figure 9, because they include 
structures (9d) and (12a) that are clearly projections disposed at the peripheral portion of 
the disks (9) and (12). However, the ordinary meaning of the word "flat," as used in the 
present application, is "having a surface that is without marked projections..." as defined 
by RANDOM HOUSE WEBSTER'S COLLEGE DICTIONARY 506 (1991). A copy of 
pages 131, 506, and 680 of the RANDOM HOUSE WEBSTER'S COLLEGE 
DICTIONARY (1991) are filed herewith. 

Consequently, because the disks (9) and (12) have projections (9d) and (12a), these 
disks taught by the Ohmi'884 Document cannot be properly construed as "flat." 

Thus, the Ohmi'884 Document does not teach, or even suggest, a "first reflector" 
and a "second reflector" that are " identical flat plates " as recited in claims 1 and 28. 

Furthermore, the Ohmi'662 Patent does not teach, or even suggest, the first 
reflector and the second reflector "each include a beveled peripheral portion inclined in 
cross-section" as recited in claims 1 and 28 of the present application. As discussed 
above, a "beveled. . .portion" would include an "inclination that one. . .surface makes with 
another when not at right angles" as supported by RANDOM HOUSE WEBSTER'S 
COLLEGE DICTIONARY 131 (1991). Furthermore, the Ohmi'662 patent does not 
teach, or even suggest, the "beveled peripheral portion" is "inclined in cross-section," 
which further emphasizes the "sloping" nature of the cross-section. See RANDOM 
HOUSE WEBSTER'S COLLEGE DICTIONARY 680 (1991). From this analysis, it is 
evident that the Ohmi'884 Document does not teach, or even suggest, that the first 
reflector and the second reflector "each include a beveled peripheral portion inclined in 
cross-section" as recited in claims 1 and 28 of the present application 

The Ohmi'884 Document also does not teach, or even suggest, a "reflector" that 

" is a thick plate wherein the pipite ha^; a thickness exceeding one half of the first 
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distance" as recited in claims 23 and 26 of the present application and as conceded by the 
Examiner in the Office Action of May 11, 2005. 

Lastly, the Ohmi'884 Document does not teach, or even suggest, that a "reflector is 
clamped by bolts to the inside wall surface of the second reactor structural component" as 
recited in claims 34-37 of the application. Instead, the Ohmi'884 Document teaches that the 
inlet reflector unit (9) and the outlet reflector unit (12) are welded, respectively, to the 
structural components (2) and (3) using the projections (9d) and (12a). However, by 
employing "bolts" to clamp the structures together simplifies the formation of the "platinum 
coated catalyst layer." 

E. nth^r Advantages o f thp Present Tnvenfion Over the Device of the 
Ohmi>X«4 Dornment 

An apparatus for generating and feeding moisture, which employs a reactor in 
accordance with the present invention, enhances safety by increasing the ignition 
temperature of hydrogen inside of the reactor for generating moisture. This safety feature 
is achieved by combining the reactor, in accordance with the present invention, with a 
means for reducing pressure, which permits the apparatus to hold the intemal pressure of 
the reactor at a high value. This combination of features for enhancing safety has never 
before been described in the prior art. For example, the filter (F3), valves Ve, V? of Figure 
7 of the Ohmi'884 Document, and valves SV and V4- Ye of Figure 6 of the Ohmi'884 
Document, are not employed to raise the ignition temperature of hydrogen inside the 
reactor. 

Another advantage of the present invention over the device taught by the 
Ohmi'884 Document is that no filter is required to be placed within the interior space of 
the reactor shell. On the other hand, the device taught by the Ohmi'884 Document is 
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necessarily equipped with a filter (10) that is located within the interior space of the 
reactor as shown in Figures 8, 9 and 10. As a practical matter, because the reactor of the 
present invention does not have to have a filter disposed in the interior space, the volume 
of the interior space can be reduced. This volume reduction permits downsizing of the 
reactor shell, which also makes the welding together of the reactor structural components 
tremendously easy. 

Yet another advantage of the present invention over the device taught by the 
Ohmi'884 Document, is that the apparatus of present invention is constructed so the 
means for reducing pressure maintains a high pressure in the reactor while the moisture 
gas feed into the process chamber is reduced in pressure by the means for reducing 
pressure. In this way, safety is further enhanced because the pressure in the process 
chamber has a lot to doe with the safety of the reactor of the present invention. In other 
words, safety is ensured by maintaining high pressure in the reactor and low pressure in 
the process chamber. 

Applicants assert that all of these advantages achieved by the apparatus of the 
present invention, when considered along with the whole invention, should be construed 
as indicia of non-obviousness. 
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IIL rnncliisinn 

In view of the present amendment, claims 1, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28 and 30-37 are in 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 1 12. In particular, the limitation wherein the "reflector. . .is_a 

thick plate wherein the plate has a thic kness exceeding one half of the first distance," as 

recited in independent claims 23 and 26, is fully supported by Figure 6 of the originally 
filed disclosure. No prior art rejection is pending against independent claims 23 and 26. 

With respect to independent claims 1 and 28, the Section 102 and 103 rejections 
standing against these claims are untenable and must be withdrawn because the Ohmi'884 
Document does not teach, or even suggest, the "first reflector" and the "second reflector" 
are "identical flat plates" and that "each include a beveled peripheral portion inclined in 
cross-section" as recited by these claims. 

All of the remaining claims depend either directly, or indirectly, on claims 1, 23, 
26 or 28, and are likewise allowable. 

For all of the above reasons, claims 1, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28 and 30-37 are in condition 
for allowance, and a prompt notice of allowance is eamestly solicited. 

Questions are welcomed by the below signed attorney of record for the Applicants. 



GRIFFIN & SZIPL, PC 
Suite PH-1 

2300 Ninth Street, South 
Arlington, VA 22204 
Telephone: (703) 979-5700 
Facsimile: (703) 979-7429 
Customer No.: 24203 



Respectfully submitted, 



GRIFFIN & SZIPL, PC 




Joerg-Uwe 62*pl 
Reg. No. 31,799 



(20) 



Copyright © 1991 by Random House, Iric ■ 

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyriglit Conventions. 
, no paift of this .publicaUonr may any form or by any meaiis, \, 

electronic or mechanical, including photocopying;, without permission in writing 
■ -froni the publisher. All inquiries' should be addressed to Reference Departrheht, 
^Randoiri Housed Inc.^ 2bi'EJ 50th St.; Mew Vbrk, m^' 10022: Published in tife United 
States by Random House, Inc., hew York, and simultaneously In Canada 
by Random House of Canada Limited, Toronto. 

Random tiouse Uving Dictionary Project is a trademark pf Random House, Inc. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Random House Webster's college dictionary, 
p. cm. 
ISen 0-679-401 10-5; ISBM 0-679-40100-8 
1. English language — Dictionaries. 
PE1628.W55185 1990 423--dc20 90-21963 

A number of entered words which we have reason to believe constitute trademarks 
have t>een designated as such. However, no attempt has been made to designate 
as trademarks or service marks all words or terms in which proprietary rights might 
exist. The inclusion, exclusion, or definition of a word or term is not intended to 
affect, or to express a judgment on, the validity or legal status of the word or term 
as a trademark, service mark, or other proprietary term. 

International Phonetic Alphat>et, courtesy International Phonetic Association 

Random House Publications are available at special discounts for corporate use, 
in bulk purchases of 100 copies or more for promotions or premiums. Special 
editions, including personalized covers and corporate imprints, can l>e created in 
large quantities for special needs, for more Information, write to the Director of 
Special Markets, Random House, Inc., 201 E. 50th Street, Mew York. n,Y. 10022. 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

r.o/sr ■ ■ 




130 



n at a wedding, 
sent as a gin; cop 
!• 3. a. to provide^ 
— be'Stow/al, b^-i 

I 

trewn, -strewing* 



tn or -strid, -strid*v' 

over; dominate 3? 

% 

lat among those of 
tier.] — best'sell/. 

wager with (somti 
got it. 3. informdv 
y bet): You bet we .' 
t to t>et? —n. 5, a i-* 
: wager. 6. a thing-: 
i: That looks tike a • 
considered a good 
, in phrase the bet 



le second letter of. 
test star in a con- 
ij. 4. a. pertaining 
n a compound, b. 
• l< I < Qk beta 

sette tape format. 

t>e'-), adj. of or 

3up of drugs thai 
beta receptors of 
iie force of blood • 

isomers of caro- 
lin A. 

produces and se- 

3 particle is emil- 

ystalline alkaloid, 
zed from glycine 

ause (oneself) to 

•m an atomic nu- 



a cell, as of the 
lephrine controls 
her physiological 

itn waves (beta 
uiation, esp. with 
:tivity. {1935-40; 
thm] 

irare or hardware 
product. 

or in which elec- 
fleld. [i940-*5; 



le. the leaves of 
be^tel pep^'per. 

imil verrilai] 
zO, n. a first- 
790-1800; < r 

the betel palm, 
ed lime and the 

cultivated in the 
chewed in com- 

nwarz', bet^). a 
r. f 1835-45; < 

of the Hebrew 

rusalem, at the 

cist, txjrn in Al- 

n. 28:19. 2. a 
use of Qod] 
lear Jerusalem; 

em believed to 
yland: residen- 

ise (oneself) to 
[bef. 1000] 
V Jordan, near 
us and David. 




Bethmann-Hollweg to bezoar 



T-^TTTTann-HoU'Weg (batsman h6l/vak), n. Theobald von, 1856- 

German statesman: chancellor 190^17. 
iHlthouSht (bi thot'), V. pt. and pp. of bethink. 

Be*thune (be thyoon^, -thoon'), n. Mary McLeod, 1875-1955, U.S. ed- 

I^ldB (bi tid/), v., -tid-ed, -tid*ins. —v.t. 1. to happen to; befall, —v./. 
fTto happen; come to pass. [1 125-75; ME; see be-, tide'] 
klltimes (bi «mzO- aiiv. 1. early; in good time. 2. occasionally; at 
Mmes 3- Archaic, within a short time; soon. [1275-1325; ME 6rf/mes = 
Ntime (from phrase bi time by time) + -s -s'] 

iXtlse (be tez'), n., pi. -tises (-tezO- 1- lack of understanding; slupid- 
fjv 2. a stupid or foolish act or remark. [1820-30; < F = bete foolish 
(see BEAST) + -ise -ice] 
Bet'ie'man (bech'a mgn), n. Sir John, 1906-84, English poet. 
ks.to*ken (bi to/ksn), v.t, -kened, -ken*ins- 1- to give evidence of; in- 
^k3te 2. to signify as a token; portend. [1 125-75] 
het*o-ny (bet'n e), n., pi -nies. 1. a plant, Stachys (formerly Beton/ca) 
oflicinatis, of the mint family, having dense spikes of purple flowers, for- 
merly used in medicine and dyeing. 2. any of various similar plants, esp. 
of the genus Pedicularis. [1300-50; ME beteyne, betoyne (< AF) < ML 
tjetonia, I betonica (Pliny), in earlier readings vettonica (herba) Vettonic 
(herb) {Vetton(es) an Iberian trit* + -tea, fern, of -icus -\c)] 
be*took (bi took^), v. pt. of betake. 

be*tray (bi traO- v-t" -trayed, -traying. 1. to deliver or expose to an 
enemy by treachery. 2. to t>e unfaithful in guarding or fuiniling: to betray 
a trust. 3. to be disloyal to: to betray one's friends. 4. to reveal in viola- 
tion of confidence: to betray a secret. 5. to exhibit; disclose: a remark 
that bet/ays indifference. 6. to lead astray; deceive. 7.. to seduce and 
desert. [1200-50; ME bitraien = bi- be- + traien < OF trair < L tradere 
to betray. See traitor] — be*tray'al, n. — be*tray'er, n. 

be*troth (bi troAIV, -troth/), v.t, -trothed. -troth*ing. 1. to arrange for 
the marriage of. 2. Archaic, to promise to marry. [1275-1325; ME 
betrouthe, var. of txtreuthe = be- be- + treuthe truth; see troth] 

be*troth>al (bi tro^Mtel, -tro/thal), n. the act or state of being be- 
trothed; engagement. Sometimes, be-troth^ment [1835-45] 

be*trothed (bi trotf^d', -trotht'). adj. 1. engaged to be married. — n. 2. 
the person to whom one is betrothed. [ 1530-40] 

bet*ta (bet'a), n., pi. -tas. fighting fish. ( 1925-30; < flL (of undeter- 
mined orig.)] 

bet*ted (bet^id), v. a pt. and pp. of bet'. 

bet'ter* (bet/ar), adj., adv., v., -tared, -ter-ing, n. —adj., compar. of 
good with best as superi. X. of superior quality or excellence: a tx/tter 
coat. 2. morally superior: no better than thieves. 3. of superior suitabil- 
ity; preferable; a better time for action. 4; larger; greater: the ttetter part 
of a lifetime. 5. improved in health; healthier than before. — adv., com- 
par. of well with IwBSt as superi. 6. in a more appropriate manner: to 
t>ehave t>etter. 7. to a greater degree; more completely: knows the way 
better than L 8. more: iives better than a mite away. — v.t 9. to make 
better; improve: to better the lot of the needy. 10. to improve upon: 
bettered last year's production record, —n. 11. something that is prefer- 
able: the t>etter of two choices. 12. Usu., betters, those superior to one- 
self. — Idiom. 13. better off. a. in better circumstances, b. more for- 
tunate; happier. 14. get or have the better of, a. to get an advantage 
over. b. to prevail against. 15. go (someone) one better, to exceed 
another's efforts; surpass. 16. had better or best, ought to. [t>ef. 900; 
ME bettre, OE bet(t)(e)ra, c. OFris bet(e)re, OS betaro, OHQ bezziro, OH 
betr. Go batiza = bat- (c. OHG baz (adv.) better; akin to boot^) + -iza 
comp. suffix. Cf. best] — Syn. See improve. 

bet'teH (better), n. bettor. 

bet'ter half'^, n. informal, a person's spouse. [1830-40] 
bet*ter*nient (bet'ar mant), n. 1. the act of bettering; improvement. 
2. an improvement that increases the value of a property. [1590-1600] 
boVter-off' , adj. being in better circumstances, esp. economically: the 
better-off nations of the world. [1860-65] 
bet'tor or bet*ter (t>et/9r), n. a person who bets. [1600-10] 
be*tween (bi twenO, prep. 1. In the space separating: between Hew 
York and Chicago. 2. intermediate to in time, quantity, or degree; be- 
tween twelve and one o'clock. 3, Unking; connecting: air service between 
cities. 4. in equal portions for each of: The couple split the profits be- 
tween them. 5. among: sharing responsibilities between the five of us. 
6. by the common participation of: Between us, we can finish the job. 7. 
in the choice or contrast of: tlie difference between good and bad. 8. by 
the combined effect of. 9. existing confidentially for: We'll keep this t>e- 
tween ourselves. 10. invoMng; concerning: war between nations, —adv. 
11. in the intervening space or time: visits that were far between. 
— Idiom. 12. in between, in an intemiediate place, [bef. 900; ME; OE 
betweonan. betweonum - be- be- + ftvebn- (c. Go tweihn(ai) two each) 
+ -um dat. pi. ending] — be'tween'ness. n. — Usage. By traditional 
usage rules, among expresses relationship when more than two are in- 
volved and BETWEEN is used for only two: to decide between tea and cof- . 
fee. BETWEEN, however, continues to be used, as it has t>een throughout 
its history, to express relationship of persons or things considered indi- 
vidually, no matter how many: Between holding public office, teaching, 
and raising a family, she has little free time. Although not usu. accepted 
as good usage, between you and I is heard occasionally in the speech of 
educated persons. By the mies of grammar, any and all pronouns that 
are the object of a preposition must be in the objective case: between 
you and me; benveen her and them. The construction between each (or 
EVERY) is fully standard when the sense indicates that more than one 
thing is meant: Marigolds peeked between each mw of vegetables. 
be-tween*brain (bi twen/bran/), n. the diencephalon. [1930^35] . 
be-tween-times (bi twen'timzO, adv. at or during Intervals. [1905-10] 
be* tween> whiles (bl twen'hwilz'', -wilz-'), adv. betweentimes. [1760- 
1770] 

be*twixt (bl twikst'), prep., adv. 1. between. — Idiom, 2, betwixt 
and between, neither the one nor the other; In a middle position. [t>ef. 
950; ME betwix, OE ttetwix, betweox = be- be- + tweox, c. OMQ zwiski 
two each] 

Beu'lah (byoo'la), n. 1. the land of Israel. Isa. 62:4. 2. the peaceful 



bevel gear- 





t>evel square 



land at the end of the pilgrim's Journey in John Bunyan's f^lgrim's Prog- 
ress (1676). [< tteh boWah \\t.. married woman] 

beurre blanc (bur' blangk', blan/), n. a sauce of reduced white wine, 
vinegar, and shallots, with butter beaten in until thick. [1930-35; < F: 
lit., white butter] - . 

beurre ma*ni6 (bur' man ya/), n. flour and butter, kneaded together, 
added to sauces as a thickener. [1935-40; < r: lit., kneaded tjutter] . 

beurre noir (bur' nwar'), n. a sauce of browned butter, often flavored 
with vinegar and capers or herbs. [1855-60; < r: lit., black butter] 

BeV or Bev or bev, t>illion electron-volts. 

bev*a*tron (bev'o Iroii^, n. an accelerator in which protons are raised 
to energies of several billion electron-volts. [1945-50; BeV + connective 

-a- + -TRON] 

bev«el (bev'el), n., v., -eied, -el»ins or {esp. Brit) -elled, -el • ling, adj. 
—n. 1. the inclination that one line or surface makes with another when 
not at right angles. 2. a surface that docs not form a right angle with ad- 
jacent surfaces. 3. bevel square. 4. beard (def. 5). —v.t 5. to cut at a 
bevel. — vl 6. to slant; slope; incline. 
—adj. 7. Also, beveled; esp. Brit, bev- 
elled, oblique; slanted; sloping. [1555- 
65; < MF *bevel (F beveau, biveau). Of 
*baivel = ia/Twith open mouth {ba(er) to 
gape (see bay') + -if -ive) + -el < I -el- 
uis: see -elle] — bev'el-er; esp. Brit, 
bev'el*ler, n. 

bev'el gear', n. a gear having teeth cut 

into a conical surface, usu. meshing i^th 

a similar gear set at right angles. 

bev'el Joint', h. a miter joint, esp. one in which two pieces meet at 
other than a right angle. [1815-25] 

bev'el sidling, n. siding composed of tapered pieces, as claptx>ards, 
laid with the thicker lower edge of any piece overtapping the thinner up- 
per edge of the piece below it. [1930-35] 

bev'el square', n. an adjustable tool ' — \ 

used by woodworkers for laying out an- 
gles and for testing the accuracy of sur- 
faces worked to a slope. [ 1 605r 1 5] 

bev*er*age (bev'er ij, bev'rij), n. any 
drinkable liquid, esp. other than water. 
[1250-1300; ME < AF, = be(i)vre to 
drink ( < L bibere) + -age -age] 

Bev'erly WWW, n. a city in SW Califor- 

hia, surrounded by the city of Los Ange- \ 

les. 32.367. 

bev»y (bev'e), n., pi. bevies. 1. a group of birds, ais larks or quail, or 
animals, as roebuck, in close association. 2. a large group or collection: 
a bevy of sailors. [1400-50; late ME bene/, of obscure orig.] 

be*wail (bi walO, v.t. -wailed, -wail-ing. to express deep sorrow for; 
lament: a child bewailing the loss of her dog. [1250-1300] -^be-wail'- 
ing'ly, adv. — be-wail'ment n. 

be* ware (bi w^r'), v. (usu. used in the imperative or infinitive) —v.t 1. 
to be wary of: Beware his waspish wit —v.i. 2. to be cautious or careful: 
Beware of the dog. [1 150-1200; ME; from phrase of warning be ware. 
See be, ware^] 

be*whisk»ered (bi hwls'kard, -wis'-), adj. 1. having whiskers; bearded. 
2. stale; hoary: a bewhiskered joke. [1755-65] 

be*wigged (bi wigd'), at^*. wearing a wig. [1765-75] 

be^wil-der (bi wil'dar), v.^., -dered, -der»ing. to confuse or puzzle 
completely; perplex. [1675-85; be- + wilder'] — be-wil'der-ing-ly, adv. 

be*wil*der>ment (bi wil'dar mant), n. 1. the state of being bewildered. 
2. a confusing maze or tangle, f 1 8 1 0-20] 

be«witch (bi wich'), v.t, -witched, -witch-lng. 1. to affect by witchcraft 
or magic; cast a spell over. 2. to enchant; charm; fascinate. [1175- 
1225] — bo<witch'er*y, n. — be-witch'lng«ly, adv. — be-witcb'ment n. 

be*wray (bi ra'), v.t, -wrayed, -wraying. Archaic, to reveal or expose. 
[1250-1300; ME bewraien = be- be- + wraien, OE wregan to accuse, c. 
OMQ ruogen: akin to OM rog quarrel, Go wrohs complaint] 

Bex*ley (bckste), n. a borough of Greater London, England. 220,600. 

bey (ba), n., p/. beys. 1; a provincial governor in the Ottoman Empire. 
2. (formerly) a title of respect for TurWsh dignitaries. 3..(formerty) the ti- 
tle of the native ruler of Tunis or Tunisia. [1590-1600; < Turkish, by- 
forin of eariier beg subordinate chief, head of a clan] 

Beyle (bal), n. Mario Henri, real name of Stendhal. 

Beypg*lu (ba'e 166', ba^o looO, n. a moderri section of Istanbul, Tur- 
key, M of the Golden Horn. Formerly, Pera. 

be*yond (be ond'^ bi yond'), prep. 1. on, at, or to the farther side of: 
beyond the fence. 2. more distant than: beyond the horizon. 3. outside 
the limits or reach of: b^nd endurance. 4. superior to; surpassing: 
wise beyond her peers, —adv. 5. farther on or away: as far as the house 
and beyond. —n„ Idiom. 6. the beyond, a. that which is at a great dis- 
tance, b. Also, the great beyond, the afleriife; life after death, [bef. 
1(X)0; ME beyonden, OE begeondan. See be-, yond (adv.)] 

bez*ant (bez'ant, bi zanf), n. 1. the gold solidus of the Byzantine Em- 
pire. 2. a disklike architectural ornament often arranged in a series, as 
on ah archivolt. [1150-1200; ME < OF < ni byzantius inummus) Byz- 
antine (coin)] 

bez*el (bez'al), n. 1- the diagonal face at the end of the blade of a 
chisel or the like, 2. crown (def. 1 7). 3. a grooved ring or rim holding a 
gem, watch crystal, etc., in its setUng. [1605-15; akin to F biseau bevel, 
chamfer (of uncert. orig.)] 

B6*ziers (ba zya'), n. a city in S France SW of Montpellier. 78,477. 

be«zique (ba zekO. ti: a card game resembling pinochle but played with 
more cards. [1860-65; < F besigue, b^zigue, perh. < It bazzica a simi- 
lar game (cf. l>azza trump card, stroke of luck)] 

be*zoar (l>e'z6r, -zor), n. a calculus or concretion found in the stomach 
or Intestines of certain animals, esp. ruminants, formerly reputed to be 

PRONUNCIATION KEY: act <3ipe, d^rc, pari; set even;\f, ice; ox, no, fdr, oU, bS>K 
boot out; up, urge; child; sing: shoe; thin, that; zh in treasure, a = a In alone, 
e in Item, i in easily, o In gallop, u In circus; • In fire (fi'r), hour (ou'r). 
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underqamicnts. -^vJ. 4. to mb with flannel. [ 1 500-50; ,ME /faunneo/, 
^rSmtlatccl var: of /fa/i>n sackcloth < Welsh; cf. ^fl^^^^^S^"^" 
Soolen article = gudan wool (akin to L 0/ia) .+ -en suffU dcnpUng a sin- 
gle item] —flan/neMy, actf. ^ faKrtr 
flan*nel-et or flian.nol*«tto (ftan/| ct/y^ n. a warm soft cotton fabric. 

plain or printed; napped on one side. [1880-85] 
flan*nel«mouthed (fiann mouthd', -mouthtO, adj. 1. talking thicWy, 
sl^^ oV halUngfy. 2. characterized by decepUve or shifty speech. 
[1880-85. /imer] ' . k,^l %.„h 

flap (nap), v., flapped, flap»pln«, n. —vJ. 1. to swing or sway back and 
forth* I^Lly, es?.^th noise. 2. to move upland down ^\^n^ or 
arms 3. to strike a blow with something broad and flexible. 4. Slang, to 
talk m a foolish manner; babble. ^vM 5. to move (wt"gS' amns, etc.) up 
and down. 6. to cause to swing or sway loosely, ^sp/ vrtm nolsc^Z^to 
strike with something broad and flat. 8. to tow foW. f etc-- snwrt^^ 
roughly, or noisily. 9. to pronounce (a soundj^with a rapW AlP^of me 
tongue Up against the upper, teeth or alveolar ridge. 7"- 
flat and bro5d that is attached at one side only ^^"f '°?sety or 
covers an opening. 11. either of the h«> segmente of a ^^Sf^^^' 
Ing under the b<S)k's- front and back covers, ".one leaf of adding 
d^.-shutter, orthetikc. 13. a flapping moUon !*• ?^S5^^n? 
by something that flaps. 15. Infonnal. a. a state of nervous excitement. 
£^IS^mer^ncy sitiSton. c scandal; trouble, 16. a movable surface 
used for inweasing the lift or drag of an airplane. 17. a rapid flip of tne 
tonque tip against the upper teeth or alveolar ridge, as In the r-sound in 
a cSmmon British pronunciation of ^/y- or the ^sou"d *n a: common 
American pronunciation of uater. 18. a. Also cf»<:d flap/ hlnje^ a 
hinge having a strap or plate for screwing to the face of a d^r s^^^^^^ 
or me like. See lilus; at hinge, b. one leaf of a hinge. [1275-1325. ME 
nappe a blow, slap, flappen to hit. slap; cf. D flap, Oappen] , 
flap^oo-dle (flap/dood^). n. Informal nonsense; bosh. [1820-30, 

fiap'JacJf^tep^^ ^ 

flap-pa-bio (flap/a bal), adj. Infdrmai easily upset or confused, esp. 

under stress. [1965-70; back formation from unflappable] 
flaP'Per (flap/er), n. 1. something broad and ftat used for striWng or for 
niaWr^ a noise by striking. 2. a broad flat hinged or hanging p^ece; ftep. 
3. a yoiing woman flouting conventional behavior esp. in the 1920s. 4. a 
young bird just learning to fly. [ 1 560-70] -f lap/per-ish. adj.^ 

flare (flar), v., flared, flar-ing. n. -^v.i 1. to blaze wltii^a sudden burst 
of flame (often fol. by upY We fire flared up as ^f P^^ffJ^;;^^!; 2; ^ 
bum with an unsteady, swaying flame. 3. to burst out in sudden, fierce 
activity, passion, etc. (often fol. by up or out). 4. ^ shine^or g^ow^S. to 
spread gradually outward, as tiie end of a trumpet or Uie bottom of a 
v^de skirt. — K/. 6. to cause to flare, 7. to display conspicuously or os- 
tentatiously. 8. to signal by flares of fire or light. 9. ^ discharge and 
bum (exc4 gas) at a well or reflnery. 10. "^''i 
suddenly enr^ed. — n. 11. a flaring or swaying flame or light. 12. a 
ludden blaze^r burst of ftame. 13. a. a bfaze of fire or light used as^ 
signal, for illumination or guidance, etc b. a device or substance prx^ 
dJcing such a blaze. 14. a sudden burst, as of zeal or of a^^.^Jf • 
gradiSl spread outward in fonm; outward curvature. 16. sometiiing tha 
spreads out. 17. unwanted light reaching^the ^"^^^^^^^ 
iiTstniment. resulting from extraneous reflections, scattenng by Icns^, 
and the like. 18. a fogged appearance given to an image by ^necti^ 
within a camera lens or wimin ttie camera itself. 19. solar '^la«^ [1540- 
50- orig. meaning: spread out. said of hair, a ships sides, etc., cf. OE 
flwre either of the spreading sides at Uie end of tiie nose] 

flaro-back (flar/bak^), n. a blast of flame tt^t sometirnw^es from 
Uie breech of a large gun when it is opened after firing. [ »9«>-^PJ 

flare*up (flar/upO- n. 1. a sudden flaring up of flame or light, z. a sud- 
den outburst of anger. 3. a sudden outbreak of violetice. disease, or 
other condition thought to be inactive. [1830-40] ■ ^ 

flar.ing (flar/ing). arfj. 1. blazing; Harning. ^ Q^jT-raly ^^^^^^ 
3. spreading gradually outward in form: a flaring skirt. [l58&-ysj 

flash Tflafh'^'nt v., flaihed. fla8h.in& adj. — n. 1. a brief sudden burst 
of briqht'iiqht- 2. a sudden, brief outburst or display, as of or wit. 3. 
a\^rf brief moment; instant. 4. flashught (def. |).. 5. gaudy or .xilgar 
shScss; ostentatious display. 6. a brief dispatch giving preliminary 
neS^of an importam story. 7. bright artificial light thrown briefly upon^ 
subject during a photographic exposure. 8. me sudden flarne or mtense 
heat produced by. a bomb or omer explosive d^ice. 9. a sudden 
m^ught, insight, or vision. 10. Slang, rush' (def. 26)^ 11- a. a device 
as a sluice, for confining and releasing ..rater to send a vessel dpwn a 
shallow stream, b. the rush of water mus produced. 12. hot/lash 13. 
Obs. the cant or jargon of thieves, vagabonds, . etc. — ^ 'r 
forth into sudden flame or light, esp.. transiently or "">"«""y: J^l ^° 
aleam 16. to appear suddenly: The answer flashed into his mind. 17. 
to move like a flSi. 18. to speak or behave with sudden anger out- 
raqe or the like (often fol. by out). 19. to break into sudden actjon. 20. 
sSng. to expose one's genitals in public 21. ^^ang^ to experience the 
interTse effects of a narcotic or stimulant dmg. — 22. to emit or send 
forth (fire or light) in sudden flashes. 23. to cause to flash, as powder by 
iqnUiori or a sSord by waving. 24. to send forth like a tesh. 25. to com- 
. Sunicate instantaneously, as by radio or telegraph. 26. to niake an ^- 
tentatious display of. 27. to display suddenly^and briefly She Oashed her 
ID card at the guard. 28. to Increase the flow of water in (a river char^- 
nel etc ) 29. a. to coat (glass or ceramics) with a layer of colored, opal- 
escent, or white glass, b. to apply (such a l^yer). a ^9 color or rna^ 
(qlass) opaque by reheating. 30. to protect (a roof, etc.) fromi leakage 
Sm flashing, -adj. 31. sudden and brief: a flash stomi. 32. showy; os- 
tentatious. 33. counterfeit; sham. 34i belonging to or connected wt h 
mieves, vagabonds, etc., or their cant or Jargon 35. of or (^^^^^ to 

followers of boxing, racing, etc. Idiom. 36. «ash in the Pa". J 

brief Intense effort that produces negligible results, b. a person whose 
promise or success is transitory. 37. flash on.S^ng to have a 5"^^ " 
Sv^d memory of or insight about. [1350-1400; ME:, to sprinkle, splash, 
eariier flaskO)en; prob. phonesmemic in on;g.; cf. similar , expressive 
words wim/7- and -s/7] -fla»h/er..n. -fla8h4ng.|y. adv. 
flash-back (flash'bakO, n. 1. the insertion of an eariier event into the 



chronological structure of a novel, motion P'cture, play, etc^ or the 
Sene ^inserted. 2. Also called flash/back hallucino/«.8. Psychiatry, 
an abnormally vivid, often recurrent recollection of a disturbing past 
event, sometimes accompanied by hallucinations. [ 19 lO- 15] 
flash/bulb^ or flash/ bulb^. n. a glass bulb, filled with oxygen and 
aluminum or zirconium wire or foil, that when electrically ignited illumi- 
nates a photographic subject momentarily. [1930-35] 
flash/caW or flash' card^ n. a card with words, numerals, etc.. 

used as a teaching aid in rapid recognition drills. [1920-25] 
flash*cube (flash/kyoob^), n. a rotating cube attached to a camera that 

contains a fiashbulb in four faces. [1960-65] 
flash' flood', n. a sudden and destructive rush of water dowi a nan^ow 

quily or over a sloping surf^ace. caused by heavy rainfall. [1935^] 
flash'-for'ward, n. the insertion of a later event into the chronological 
structure of a novel, motion picture, play, etc.. or the scene so inserted, 
f 1945-50] 

flash'-froeze', v.t. -froze, -fro«zen, -freez.lng. quick-freeze. [194(^ 
19451 

fla8h.gun (fiash/gun/). n. a device that simultaneously discharges a 

flashbulb or fiashtube and operates a camera shutter. [1925-30] 
flash-Ing (flashing), n. pieces of sheet metal or the like used to cover 
and protect certain joints and angles, as where a roof comes ,n contact 
with a wall or chimney, esp. against leakage. [1775-«5] 
flash/ lamp^ or flash/lamp', n. a lamp for providing momentary illu- 

mlnationofthe subject of a photograph. [1885-90] 
flash-light (fiashlit/). n. 1. Also called, esp Brit., torch, a small porta- 
bie eleftric temp powered by dry batteries or a tiny generator. 2 a i ght 
Slat fShes, as a^ghthouse beacon. 3. any source of artificial light as 
used in Hash photography. [1885-90] , » . 

flash'light flsh^ n. a deep-sea fish, Fhotoblepharon palpebratus of 
the lanterneye family, with luminous cheek organs that can be fiashed on 
and off with a lid. [1970-75] . . ^ ^ 

flash-o-vor (fiash'oA^r), n. a dismptive electrical di^harge around or 

over the surface ofa solid or liquid insulator, [1890-95] 
flash/ photog^raphy, n. photography using a momentary flash of ar- 
tificial liqht as a source of illumination. , ^. ^ 
flash/ poinV or flash/point^ n. 1. the lowest temperature at which a 
liquid Si a specified apparatus will give off sufficient vapor to ignite mo- 
meriitarily on application of a fiame. 2. a point or stage at which an even 
or Stuation becomes critical. 3. a situation or area having the potental 
of erupting in sudden violence. [1875-80] 
flash-tube (flash'toob^ -tyoob^), n. electronic flash. [1940-45] 
flash.y (fiash^e), adj., flash-i-er, fLsh-i-est. 1. bnefiy and superficially 
sl^rWing or brilliantf a flashy performance 2. osj^"*^';?"^^^,"^^* .^^' 
^udy.nashy clothes. [1575-85] -flash/|.|y, adv. 
f1a«k (flask Oask) n 1. a bottle, usu. of glass, having a rounded body 
and a^rrow nec^^ a fiat metal or glass bottle for carrying in the 
Docket- a flask of brandy 3. an iron container for shipping mercuiy, 
hSding a standard commercial unit of 76 lb. (54 kg). 4. a conUinermto 
which sand is rammed around a pattem to form a mold, jj 375-1425, 
late ME: cask, keg < Ar, OF fJaske < LL flasca, earlier fiasco, of uncert. 



oriq ■ cf. OE flasce, flaxe, OHQ flasca; cf. flagon] 
flat^ 'lSt) adj., flat-ter, flat-test n., v., flat-ted. flat.tmg. adK -^j. 
1 horizontally level. 2. level, even, or without unevenness of surface, as 
land or^blelops. 3. having a surface that is without marijed projecbom 
or depressions^ 4. lying horizontally and at full length. 5. y-np whoUy on 
or aqairSTsomething. 1 tiirown down, laid low, or level with the ground, 
asSn r^s or buildings. 7. having a generally level shape or appear- 
ance; not deep or thick. 8. (of the heel of a shoe) ^^'^ J; 
spread out, as an unrolled map or the open h^"^. 10- defiated, col 
lapsed- a flat tire 11. absolute, downright: a flat denial. 12. lachmg 
m^fication or variation: a flat rate 13. lacking vitality or animaUon^ 
lifeless- dull. 14. having lost its fiavor. sharpness, or life, as wirie or 
food stale. 15. (Of a beverage) having lost its effervescence. 16. lading 
fi^'r or piquancy: flat cookJng 17- pointless as a r^njflj.or joke. W. 
commercially inactive. 19. (of a painting) not ^fving the Mlusion of^^ 
ume or depth. 20. (of a photograph or painting) »f ^^""9 ^^^^ 
dations of tone or color. 21. (of pamt) without g^o^; not ^mny 
22 not clear, sharp, or ringing, as sound or a voice. 23. lacking resc^ 
^fnce anT^ariation in pitch; monotonous. 24. a ^ ^ ^o"^) '^^^J 
half step in pitch: B flat. b. below an intended pitch, as a note; too low 
tl^t^<^ Vsharp). 25, flat a. the a-sound (a) otglad,bat, or acL^^^ 
26- something fiat. 27. a shoe esp. a ^^^^n s shoe^ wUh a fiat hee^ 
no heel. 28. a flat surface, side, or Pa^ of anything. 29. "a* 
ground; a fiat area: salt flats. 30. a marsh, shoa , or shallow. 31. a. (m 
Musical notation) the character b, which when at^ched to a note or toa 
staff degree lowers its significance one chromatic half f^p^ J**^ 
one chromatic half step below another. 32. a piece of stage scenej^ 
?onsisti™g^f a wooden frame, usu. rectangular, covered with lightweigh 
Sard or fabric. 33. a deflated automobile tire. 34. an iron or steel 
S^ect^ngular cross section. 35. a shallow open box used for growir^ 
young plants or a closable one for shipping fmits and vege^ble. 36. ii^ 
a?^ of a football field immediately inside of or ouls.de of an offens^ 
end, close behind or at the line scrimmage, -v / 37 *S>Sme nat. 
-38 to lower (a pitch), esp. one half step. —v./. 39. to become iw 
l^d^iW in a flat position; horizontally; levelly^ 41 in a flat mann^. 
Dositivcly absolutely. 42. completely; utterly: flat broke 43. exacuj 
^edsdy:' fn two minutes flat. 44. below the true pitch: 5mg M 
— W/om. 45- fall flat to fail completely and noticeably 
Informal a. without hesitation; directly or openly. *». at full speed or w 
SlS^^um effort. [1275-1325; ME <^^f!^^r,ay^nJo Oyet,scc^^^^- 
Ok piatys (see platy-, plate)1 -flat/|y. ^^j; -"a*'"®"' oE: 
flat' (flat), n. a residential apartment. [1795-1805; var. of obs. nei,^ 

floor, house, hall; akin to flat'] .. ^ . ' . jn the 

flat-bed (flat/bcdO- a tmck or traUer having f''.''^^,^\'^mr, 
form of a platform without sides or stakes. Also called flat'bod trau 
flat^bed truck/- [1970-75] 
flat^-bed^ press', n. cylinder press. . ,. ^^ 

flat.boat (fiat'bot^), n. a large fiat-bottomed boat for use m snd 
water, esp. on rivers. [1650-^0] 
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= L in- IN-'- + cessians, prp. of cessare to stop work; see cease, -ant] 
— in*ces^8an*cy, In'ces^'sant-ness, n. — in*ces^sant*ly, adv. 
in*cest (iiVsest), n.. 1. sexual relations between persons so closely re- 
lated that they are forbidden by law or religion to marry. 2. the crime of 
sextiat relations, cohabitatldh, or marriage between such persons. 
[1 175-1225; ME < L incestus (ri.) sexual Impurity, den of incestus (acy.) 
profane, sexually impure {in- in-' + -cestus comb, form of castas 

CHASTE)] 

in*ces*tu*ous (in ses'choo es); adj. 1. Involving incest. 2. guilty of in- 
cest. 3. too closely interconnected: an incestuous relationstiip between 
business arid government. [1525-35; < LL incestuosus = I incestu-, s. 
of incestus incest + -osus -ous] — ln»co8tu»ou$'ly;'arfk'. — ln«c«$'tu* 
ous*ness. n. 

mchy (Inch), n., v.: inched, inch-ins. ^— n. 1. a unit of length, Vn of a 
foot exfuivalent to 2.54 centimeters. 2. a very small amount, degree, or 
distance: averted disaster by an incti. —v.t, v.i. 3. to move by small de- 
grees: We Inched along the road. — Idiom. 4. every inch, in every re- 
spect; completely. 5. within an inch of, nearly; close to. [fc>ef. 1000: 
ME; OE ynce < L uncia twelfth part. Inch, ounce. See ounce'] 

inch» (Inch), ri. Chiefly Scot: island. [1375-1425; late ME < ScotOael 
innse, gen. oUinnts island, Olr Inis, c. Welsh ynys] 

inch«m6al (Inch'mel), adv. by Inches; little by litUe; [1520-30; inch' ^ 

-MEAL] - 

in-cho-ate (in ko^t, -at; esp. Brit, in^ atO, a<y. 1. not yet completed 
or fully developed. 2. just begun; incipient. [1^25-35; < L inchoatus, 
var. of IrKOhatus, ptp. of incohare to tiegin, start work on, perh. — in- 
m-^ -t- -cohare. v. der. of cohum hollow of a yoke Into %vhich the pole is 
fitted] — in*cho/ate*ly, adv. — in-cho^ate-nesit, n. 

in*cho*a«tive (In ko'o tiv), adj. 1. inceptive (def. 2). — n. 2. an inceptive 
verb. [1520-30; < LL inchdativum (verpum) Inceptive (verb). See incho- 
ate; -iVE] 

In*chon (in'chon'), n. a seaix>rt In W South Korea. 1,387.475. For- 
merly. Chemulpo, 
inch^-pound^, /I. one-twelflh. of a foot-pound. v4/)^..-in-lb 
inch-worrn (inchAvurmO, n. measuringworm. [1860-65] 
in*ci*dence (in'si dans), n. 1. the rate or range of occurrence or Influ- 
ence of something: a high ' Incidence of flu. 2. occurrence; happening. 3. 
a. the striking of a ray of light, l>eam.of electrons, etc., on a sur^ce, or 
the direction of striking, b. angle of incidence (def. 1). [1375-1425; late 
ME < lUindderitia; see incident, -ence] 
in*ci*dent (in'si dont), n. X. an occurrence or event 2. a distinct piece 
of action, as in a story. 3. something that occurs casually In connection 
with something else. 4. something appertaining or attaching to some- 
thing else.. 5. a seemingly minor occurrence, esp. involving nations or 
factk>ns, tliat can lead to serious consequences: a txyrder incident, 
^—adj, 6. likely to happen. 7. naturally appertaining: hardships Irxident 
to the life of an explorer. 8. conjoined, esp. as sutx>rdinate to a principal 
thing. 9. falling or striking on something, as light rays. [1375-1425; late 
ME < MF < ML incident-, s. of ina'dens a happening, n. use of prp. of L 
incidere to be^ll = in- in-' + -cidere, comb, form of cadere to fall] 
— Syn. See event. 

in«ci*den*tai (In-'sl dcn'tl), adj. 1. happening or likely to happen in an 
unplanned or subordinate conjunction with something else. 2. IrKurred 
casually and in addition to the regular or main amount: incidental 
expenses. — n. 3. something incidental. 4. incidentals, minor expenses. 
[1610-20] — in^ci*den^l-ness, /T. 

in*ci*den*tal*ly (in^si den'tl e on for l, -dentle), a€iv. 1. apart or aside 
^XKTi the main subject; parenthetically. 2.* by chance. [1655-65] 

in^cidetl'^tal mu^sic, n. music intended primarily to point up or ac- 
company parts of the action of a play or to serve as transitional material 
tietween scenes. [1860-65] 

in*cin*er*ate (in siri'o rat'^), v.t., -at*ed, •at*ing. to cause to bum to 
ashes; creniate. [1545-55; < ML incirieratus, ptp. of incinerare to burn 
the ashes ^ L in- in-* -H -cinerare, v. der. of c/n/s, s. ciner- ashes] — ln« 
cln''er*a^tioh, n. 

in*cin*er*a*tor (in sin'a ra^'tar), n. a fumace or apparatus for Incinerat- 
ing materials. [1880^] 

in*cip*i«en*cy (in sip'e an se) also in*ctp^i*ence, n. the state or con- 
dition of being incipient. [1810-20] 

in*cip*i«ent (in sip/e ant), adj. t>eginning to exist or appear: an incipient 
cold. [1580-90; < L incipient-, s. of incipiens, prp. of Inclpere; see* in- 
ception] —iTfcip^i'9nt*ly, adv. 

in*ci*pit (in/si pit; Lat. ing/ki pit), n. the introductory words or opening 
phrase of a text or an opening phrase in liturgical music. [1895-1900; 
< L: (here) begins, 3rd sing. pres. .Indic. of Inclpere] 

in*ci*sal (in si^zal), acy. of or pertaining to the surface or cutting edge of 
an incisor. [1915-20] 

in«ci$e (in sizO, v.t, >cised, -cis*inB. 1. to cut into; cut marks or figures 
upon. 2. to engrave with marks or figures. [1535-*5; < L incisus, ptp. 
of Incidere to cut open, engrave = In- m-' -H -cidere, comb, form of 
caedere to strike, cut] 

in*cisod (In sizd^), adj. 1. made by cutting; engraved: an Incised pat- 
tern. 2. made or cut cleanly: an incised wound. 3. (of a leaf) sharply and 
Irregularly notched. [1590-1600] 

in*ci*sion (in sizh^an), n. 1. a cut, gash, or notch. 2. the act of Incising. 
3. a surgical cut Into a tissue or organ. 4. incisiveness; keenness. 
[1350-1400; ME < L] 

in*ci*sivo (In si'siv), adj. 1. penetrating; cutting: an incisive tone of 
voice. 2. clear: and direct; keen: an incisive commentary. [\520-50: < 
ML] — in»ci'iive*ly, ac/^. -~ln*ci<sive*nes8, n. 

in*ci*sor (in si'zar), n, any of the four anterior teeth in each jaw, used 
for cutting and gnawing. See diag. at tooth. [1665-75; < ML] 

in*cite (in si to. v.t., •cit*ed, -cit*ing. to stimulate to action; urge on; stir 
up. [1475-85; < L Incltare = in- in-' H- cltare to start up, excite; see 
CITE'] — in*cit^a*ble, adj. — in-cit'ant, adj., ri. — in^ci^ta'tion (-si ta'- 
shan, -si-), n. — in*cit^er, n. — in-cifing'ly* adv. — Syn. incite, rouse, 
PROVOKE mean to goad or inspire an individual or group to take some ac- 
tion or express some feeling. iNcrre means to induce activity of any kind, 
although it often refers to violent or uncontrolled ttehavlor: incited to 
greater effort; incited to rebellion, rouse is used In a similar way, but has 



an underlying sense of awakening from sleep or Inactivity: to rouse an 
apathetic team, provoke means to stir to sudden, strong feeling or vlgor- 

. ous action: Kicking the animal provoked it to attack. 

in<ci<vil*i*ty (in^sa vlt't te), n., pi. -ties. 1. the quality or state of being 
uncivil 2. an uncivil act. [1575-85; < LL] —in-ciVil {-sw^q\). adj. 

incl., including. 

in*clem>ent (in klem'ant), adj. 1. severe; stormy: inclement weatfier. 
2. not kind or merciful. [1615-25; < L inclement-, s. oUnclemens: in-', 
see CLEMENT] — in-clem'en-cy, In-clem^enttness. n. — in-clem'ent»ly, 

adv. 

in«cMn*a*ble (in kli/na bal), adj. 1. having a mental tendency In a cer- 
tain direction. 2. favorable. 3. capable of being inclined. [1400-50] 

in*cli>na*tion (in^kia na/shan), n. 1. a special disposition of the mind 
or temperament; a liking or preference: a great Inclination for sports. 2. 
something to which one is inclined. 3. the act of inclining or state of be- 
ing inclined: an inclination of the head. 4, a tendency toward a certain 
condition, action, etc. 5. deviation or amount of deviation from a nor- 
mal, esp. horizontal or vertical, direction or position. 6. an inclined sur- 
face. 7, a. the angle between two lines or two planes, b. the angle 
formed by the x-axis and a given line. [1350-1400; ME < L] — In^cli. 
na^tion-al, adj. 

in*cline {v. in klin/; n. in^klin. In Win'), v-. -clined. -ctin-ing. n. —v.i. 1. 
to deviate from the vertical or horizontal; slanL 2. to have a mental ten- 
dency, preference, etc.; t>e disposed: fie inclines toward mysticism. 3. to 
approach; approximate: The color Inclines toward blue. 4. to tend in 
character or In course of action. 5. to lean; t>end. — v.t. 6. to persuade; 
dispose: tier attitude did not incline me to help her. 7. to t>ow; t>cnd: In- 
clined his head in greeting. 8. to cause to lean or bend in a particular 
direction. — n. 9. an inclined surface; slope; slant. [1300-50; ME en- 
dinen < MF encliner < I Inclinare = in- in-' + -dinare to bend (sec 
lean')] — in-clin'er, n. 

in*clined (in Wind/), adj. 1. deviating in direction from the horizontal or 
vertical; sloping. 2. disposed; of a mind: he was inclined to stay. 3. 
tending in a direction that makes an angle with a plane or line. [1350- 
1400] 

inclined^ plane^. n. one of the simple machines, a plane surface in- 
clined to the horizon, or forming with a horizontal plane any angle but a 
right angle. [1700-10] 

tn*cn*nom>e*ter (in^a nom^i tar), n. 1, an instrument for measuring 
the angle an aircraft makes with the horizontal. 2. an instrument with an 
iron needle swinging freely in the vertical direction for measuring mag- 
netic dip. [1835-45] 

in*clip (in klip/), v.t., -clipped, -clip'ping. Archaic, to grasp or enclose. 
[1600-10; IN-' + CUP' (v.)] 

in*close (in kioz/). v.t, -closed, -clos-ing. enclose. 

in*clo*sure (in klo^zhar), n. enclosure. 

in*clude (in Wood'), v.t, -clud*ed, -clud*ins. 1. to contain or encom- 
pass as part of a whole: The meal includes dessert and coffee. 2- to 
place as part of a category. 3. to enclose. [1375-1425; late ME < L in- 
dudere to shut in = in- in-' + -dudere, comb, form of daudere to shut 
(cf. CLOSE)] — in-clud/a-ble, in'clud/i<ble, adj. — Syn. include, compre- 
hend, COMPRISE, embrace imply containing parts of a whole, include 
means to contain as a part or mem tier of a larger whole; it may indicate 
one, several, or all parts: This anthology includes works by Sartre and 
Camus. The price includes appetizer, main course, and dessert, compre- 
hend means to have within the limits or scope of a larger whole: The 
plan comprehends several projects, comprise means to consist of; it usu. 
indicates all of the various parts serving to make up the whole: This ge- 
nus comprises 50 species, embrace emphasizes the extent or assortment 
of that which is included: The report embraces a great variety of sub- 
jects. 

in*clu*sion (in kloo/zhan). n. 1. the act of including or the state of be- 
ing included. 2. something that is included. 3. a foreign t>ody or inert 
structure within a cell. 4. a solid, liquid, or gaseous body enclosed within 
a mineral or rock. [1590-1600; < L Indusio confinement = includ(ere) 
(see include) + -tid -tion] 

in*clu*slve (in kloo/siv), adj. 1. including the limit or extremes in con- 
sideration or account: from 6 to 37 inclusive. 2, including everything; 
comprehensive: an inclusive fee. 3. (of a first person plural pronoun) in- 
cluding the person addressed, as k« in Shall we dance? Compare exclu- 
sive (def. 9). — Idiom. 4. inclusive of. including: Europe inclusive of 
Britain. [1400-50; late ME < ML Indusivus = L Inclus(us). ptp. oi in- 
dudere (see include) + -ivus -ive] — in*clu/sive'ly, adv. — in-clu/sive* 
ness, n. 

in*co*er*ci*ble (In-'ko ur/so bal), a^'. not coercible. [1700-10] 

in*cog*i*tant (in koj/i tont), adj. thoughtless; inconsiderate. [1620-30; 
< L incogitant-. s. of incogitans = in- m-^ + cogitans. prp. of cogitare to 
think; see cogitate, -ant] — ln'COg/i*tant»ly, adv. 

in*cog*ni*ta (in^og ne'ta, in kog/ni-), adv., adj, n., pi. -tas. —adv., 
adj. 1. (of a woman or giri) with one's identity hidden or unknown. — n. 
2, a woman or giri who is incognita. 3, the state or disguise of such a 
woman or giri. [1660-70; < It; fem. of incognito] 

in*cog-ni*to (In^'kog neAo, in kog/ni to'), adv., adJ, n., pi. -tos. —adv.. 
adj. 1. with one's identity hidden or unknown, —n. 2. a person who is in- 
cognito. 3. the state or disguise of such a person. 1 1630-40; < It < L 
incognitus unknown = in- m-^ + cognltus, ptp. of cognoscere to get to 
know; see cognition] 

in*cog*ni*zant (in kog'na zant). adj. lacking knowledge or awareness. 
[1830-40] —in-cog/ni'zance.n. 

in*co*her*ence (in'ko her'sns, -her'-), n. 1. the quality or state of be- 
ing incoherent. 2. something that is incoherent. [1605-15] 

in*co-her*en*cy (in-'ko her'an se, -her/-), n., pi. -cles. incoherence- 
[1675-85] 

in*co<her*ent (in^ko her'ant, -her/-), adJ 1. lacking logical or mean- 
ingful connection: incoherent thoughts. 2. inarticulate: incoherent witn 
rage. 3. lacking cohesion; loose; disjointed. [1620-30] — in'cchor- 
ent'ly, adv. 

in*com*bus*ti*ble (in-'kom bus/ta bal), adj. not combustible; incapabic 
of being burned. [1425-75; late ME < ML] — in^com-bus'ti-bil/i'ty. in'' 
com-bus/ti*ble*ness, n. — in/com<bus/ti-bly. adv. 
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